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Emulsifying cleaning agent for the removal of medium to heavy mineral oils and fats by 

spraying and brushing as well as for tank cleaning 

 

* Emulsifying cleaning agent based on aliphatic hydrocarbons, non-ionic and anionic surface 

active agents. 

* Most universally applicable product from the series of emulsifying cleaning agents. 

* Suitable for the removal of most mineral oils and fats and preserving agents. 

* Safe for use on common metals, epoxy and zinc-silicate coatings. 

 

Application 

 

Cooling systems 

Along with the usual lime deposits, traces of mineral oils are often found in cooling systems.  These 

oil and fat deposits hinder optimum removal of the hardness deposits when using acid  

cleaners (e.g.Descalex Powder). In such cases, it is recommended to use an emulsifying cleaner 

before the acid cleaning, to remove these deposits.  Solvent Cleaner is ideal in these cases. 

 

Tanks 

Solvent Cleaner can be used for the removal of most mineral oils and fats in loading and storage 

tanks. 

 

Directions for use: 

 

Cleaning of cooling systems 

Fill the cooling system with an emulsion of Solvent Cleaner and water. Depending on the degree of 

contamination, 100 liters of cleaning liquid should contain 5 to 10 liters of Solvent Cleaner. Allow 

this emulsion to circulate for 12 - 24 hours at maximum temperature of 60°C. After this operation, 

drain the cleaning liquid and rinse the system intensively with water until the outlet water remains 

clear.  Add cooling water treatment Diesel WT into the system. 

SOLVENT CLEANER 

YOUR CHEMICAL  
SOLUTION  
PROVIDER 
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Cleaning of tanks 

 

Recirculation method 

A chemical solution is prepared in one of the after tanks near the pump room. Circulated via the 

automatic tank washing system pump and heater to the tank to the cleaned, wherefrom the solution 

is returned to the chemical solution tank via the stripping line. Usually it is not possible to re-

circulate solution through the tank washing system heater (to maintain solution temperature) without 

making a temporary connection between the chemical solution tank and the tank washing pump. 

 

Capacities of solution tank, pipelines and pumps etc. should be calculated carefully to ensure 

sufficient volumetric quantity for a continuous recirculation. Depending on size and condition of 

tanks to be cleaned and quantity of chemical solution a drawback in this method is that usually only 

3 (three) tanks can be cleaned with one solution after which a fresh solution should be made and 

heated before cleaning can continue. The required solution strength is 2 - 6 % Solvent Cleaner.  

 

After chemical cleaning the tanks should be rinsed thoroughly with sea water of fresh water 

depending on availability and requirements. 

 

Voyage Cleaning Method: (Double Bottom Tanks) 

Time, temperature and agitation of chemical solution are important factors for the successful 

cleaning of Double Bottom. 

 

Tank 

1. Heat tank to higher than normal temperature, pump out as much fuel as possible and trim 

vessel to ensure complete stripping. 

2. Close all valves on engine room manifold. 

3. Introduce first dose of Solvent Cleaner, through the sounding pipe, in accordance with the 

dosage table stated below and fill the tank to 25% of its capacity with sea water. For filling 

the tanks it is advised not to use the ballast lines as they may contain fuel oil making the 

cleaning more difficult. 

4. Heat cleaning solution to minimum 60°C and maintain temperature for 48 hours. If heating 

coils are not available, live steam may be used for heating the solution and maintain 

temperature. 

5. Empty tanks completely, fill to 50% capacity and empty again. Where single stage cleaning 

is used the previous steps are ignored. 

6. Add second dose of Solvent Cleaner and fill tank with sea water to 50% of its capacity, 

continue heating and maintain at this level for 48 hours. 

7. Add further sea water to fill tank to 75% capacity, continue heating and maintain for another 

48 hours. 

8. Empty tanks and pressure rinse with clean water through sounding pipes for 1-1 hour under 

continuous stripping. Pressure should be kept as high as safety permits. 

9. When rinsing is completed stop discharge (stripping) pump and fill tank until clear water 

runs from sounding pipes on deck. 

10. Stop water supply and empty (strip) tank. Trim vessel to ensure complete stripping. 

 

Note: If tanks are not severely contaminated and/or the fuel oil viscosity is lower than 180 cSt at 

50°C the cleaning process should be in one stage using step 5-10 only. 
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Properties: 

 

Undiluted at room temperature or in emulsions with water up to 6% at a maximum temperature of 

60°C. 

 

It can also be used on plastic materials, epoxy and zinc-silicate coatings. Light yellow neutral liquid. 

Non-corrosive. Emulsifiable with water. 

 

Specific gravity 20°C : 0.82 

Flash Point PM CC  : >62°C 

pH (1% solution) : 7-9 

 

 

For detailed information on safety and health, please refer to Material Safety Data Sheet and / or 

Product label. 

 
Star Marine is a specialist chemical manufacturer and any directions for the use and application of its chemicals are 

provided in good faith. This information is based on experience and research but is not intended to be a definitive 

statement for the use of the chemical or to be taken as complete process advice. While the company, its management 

and employees will share what knowledge they have and make recommendations, this information can never give rise 

to liability or consequential damage from third parties. Any information provided regarding the chemical does not 

exempt the customer from examining the product and its directions for use to determine the suitability themselves for 

its intended purpose. 
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